﻿The More Effective Sacrifice

Hebrews 9:15-22
Introduction:

I. The Mediator of the New Covenant – 9:15
A. The Means – His death.

His death brought Redemption, not His Life.  
B. The Results

1. Eternal Redemption 

2. Eternal Inheritance
a. Concerns reward

b. Must be earned

c. Connected to the Kingdom

I Corinthians 6:9-11
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. ﻿﻿Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor ﻿﻿sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were ﻿﻿some of you. ﻿﻿But you were washed, but you were ﻿﻿sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

Galatians 5:19-21
“Now ﻿﻿the works of the flesh are evident, which are: ﻿﻿adultery, ﻿﻿fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, ﻿﻿murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that ﻿﻿those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Ephesians 5:3-5﻿ 

“But fornication and all ﻿﻿uncleanness or ﻿﻿covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor ﻿﻿foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, ﻿﻿which are not fitting, but rather ﻿﻿giving of thanks. For ﻿﻿this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any ﻿﻿inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.”
II Thessalonians 1:4-5

“so that ﻿﻿we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God ﻿﻿for your patience and faith ﻿﻿in all your persecutions and ﻿﻿tribulations that you endure, which is ﻿﻿manifest ﻿﻿evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, ﻿﻿for which you also suffer;
II. The Enactment of the New Covenant – 9:16-17

The meaning of the word “Covenant-διαθήκη” here.
A. Same as our “last will and testament”

Problems with the idea of “will” or “testament”:
1.  It is the same word that is used elsewhere in Hebrews 15 times– and in the New Testament – 33 times to mean “covenant.”
It never means “will” anywhere else in the New Testament (or in the Greek O.T.)
2.  The covenants in v. 15 and v. 18 are two- party covenants. 

3.  Outside of the New Testament in Greek writings the word, διαθήκη, is used of a will.
Apparently, the word “inheritance” in verse 15 caused some of the early church fathers (influenced by their culture) to use the meaning “will” or “testament” instead of “covenant.” Other commentators followed their lead.

4.   Jesus is not bequeathing something to us that used to be His and now is His no longer. Rather He is sharing something with us – we are joint-heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17)
5.  Hebrews 9:15 is telling us that: At the cross Jesus paid for our past, the forgiveness of sin, guaranteed our future, that is, by giving us an inheritance with Him. It was all accomplished by His death which sealed the New Covenant.
B. A Covenant Between Two Parties 

1. Non-blood Covenants

a. Handshake or clapping – Ezra 10:19

“And they gave their hands that they would put away their wives; (KJV)
b. Exchange of sandals - Ruth 4:7
﻿﻿
“Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel. 

2. Blood Covenants
a. The Promise - Genesis 12
Land – from the river Egypt to the river Euphrates. 
Nation – Abraham’s seed would endure forever.
Blessing – He would bless them and in them all nations.
 b. Genesis 15

Abraham’s faith began to waver.

God made a covenant following the type that Abraham was familiar with.
The death of the animals was symbolically the death of God Who was making the covenant.
The covenant was not in force until the death occurred.

The New Covenant was not in force until the death of Christ on the Cross.
III. The Blood of the New Covenant - 9:18-22

A.  The First Covenant (Mosaic) was Inaugurated with Blood.

1.  At the Beginning – 9:18-19
a. The statement - 9:18

Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.
b. The speaking

1)  Duties required

2)  The rewards promised

3)  The punishment threatened

         
   c. The Sprinkling with blood – 9:19

1)  The book – God’s part
2)  The people – Their part
3)  The Tabernacle and the vessels of ministry – 9:22

4)  The meaning - The mutual consent of both parties. The old covenant was conditional.
d. The saying – 9:20

This is the blood of the Covenant which God has commanded you.
B. Solomon’s Temple was Dedicated with Blood
I Chronicles 5:6

“And King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were sacrificing ﻿﻿so many sheep and oxen that they could not be counted or numbered.”
C. Ezra’s Temple was Dedicated with Blood

Ezra 6:17
“They offered for the dedication of this temple of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel ﻿﻿12 male goats, corresponding to the number of the tribes of Israel.”
D.  The Importance of the Blood – 9:22

Without the shedding of blood there is no remission.

Conclusion:

